CALHOUN COUNTY, MICHIGAN
FBN JOINT OPERATIONS CENTER

w COVID-19 Unified Response

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, May 7, 2020

Semi-Weekly Media Update
From the Calhoun County Public Health Department

As of May 7, at 4 p.m., Calhoun County has a cumulative total of 253 confirmed
cases of COVID-19 reported to Calhoun County Public Health Department (CCPHD),
with a total of 17 deaths attributed to COVID-19 and 63 cumulative hospitalizations.

With businesses slowly reopening and weather inviting folks outside, CCPHD
continues to stress the importance of practicing social distancing, handwashing, and
keeping our faces covered in public as much as possible. Exposure to COVID-19 is
still possible whenever you are out in public places like stores, parks, and businesses,
or if someone you live with has not followed guidance and returns home after they
themselves have been exposed.

Staying Healthy Outdoors: Ticks and Mosquitoes

We are all enjoying the warmer spring weather and sunshine brightening our park
paths, nature trails, and even our back patios. CCPHD reminds everyone that along
with warm spring breezes and sunshine come ticks and mosquitoes. Ticks and
mosquitoes are what’s referred to as vectors, a term which means they can transfer
dangerous diseases and illness to people through their bites. This is no reason to stay
cooped up inside — use the tips below to stay outside and stay safe from tick and
mosquito bites and illnesses.

o Mosquitoes are most active between dusk and dawn. Limit outdoor activity
during these times.

» Mosquitoes and ticks prefer shady, moist areas in wooded and grassy locations.
When in areas that may be home to these pests, it is recommended to try and
stay on well-groomed trails; wear light colored clothing so ticks may be easily
spotted.

o Use insect repellents containing DEET, picaridin, OLE, IR3535, or 2-
undecanone to keep both at bay. Do not use insect repellant on babies less than
2 months old. Products containing OLE or para-methane-doil (PMD) should not



be used on children under 3 years of age. Consult your veterinarian for tick
control products appropriate to your pet’s species and weight.

o Install and repair screens on doors and windows to keep mosquitoes out of your
living spaces.

o Get rid of any standing water in your yard. Emptying children’s wading pools,
flower pots, buckets, barrels, and the like. Drill holes in tire swings to allow for
drainage. And make sure to change out the water in bird baths and pet dishes
weekly. This eliminates spaces for mosquitoes to lay eggs.

o It is important to carefully check for ticks after outdoor activities. Ticks can
hide anywhere on the body, but particularly enjoy creases like armpits, knees,
scalps, and groins. If you find a tick, prompt removal is the best method to
decrease the chance of infection.

» Use a fine-tipped tweezer to grasp the tick as close to the skin’s surface
as possible. The tick should be pulled straight up and out avoiding any
twisting or jerking of the tick to keep from mouth pieces being left in
the skin. After removing the tick, thoroughly clean the area and your
hands with rubbing alcohol or soap and water.

« Note that tick removal is NOT aided by touching the tick with a burnt
match or covering the tick with petroleum jelly.
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For updates from Calhoun County, about County operations and COVID-19 in
Calhoun County, visit the County website, calhouncountymi.gov.

For updates from the City of Battle Creek, please visit battlecreekmi.gov/coronavirus.

The State’s COVID-19 Hotline is available for anyone who has questions or concerns
related to the virus. The hotline is open seven days a week from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Call -
888-535-6136. For state COVID-19 information, visit michigan.gov/coronavirus.
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